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Statistics of the Administration of Givil and Criminal Justice in British 
India from 1841 to 1844, hoth incltmee. By Lieut.-Colonel 
W. H. Sykes. F.R.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association for the advancement 
of Science at Southampton, 12th September, 1846.] 

As the following returns of the Administration of Civil and Criminal 
Justice in India are in continuation of those formerly submitted to the 
Statistical Society of London, and published in its Journal, any further 
notices of the constitution and power of the different courts would be 
superfluous. My object in continuing the review of the returns was 
to ascertain whether the native aid called in to assist in the adminis- 
tration of civil and crimimal justice were as ef&cient and satisfactory 
as in the former review; and I am glad to be enabled to state, that 
as far as the returns afford evidence, not only does the system work 
as well as before, but as great, or even a greater, amount of business 
is got through in less time, without any sacrifice of substantial justice 
as indicated by the extent of the appeals. 

CIVIL JUSTICE : BENGAL GOVERNMENT. 

The whole of the courts in Bengal got through their current annual 
business and diminished their arrears; so that in 1844, in all the courts, 
the number of cases depending in the several courts were considerably less 
than in 1841. The Bengal returns do not correspond with those from 
the other Governments, nor are they in the exact order or form of the 
former returns. A compendious view of the disposition of the whole of 
the Civil cases corresponding to No. I. of the Bombay returns is entirely 
wanting; nor from the present returns are the means afforded in 
appellate jurisdiction, of comparing the appeals from the decisions 
of the Native judges with those of the European judges. A return 
showing the civil debtors in jail at the instance of Government and 
individuals is also wanting, similar to No. XI. of the Bombay returns, 
but the Bengal returns have the advantage of those from Bombay 
in a return of the duration of suits in each court. This return is 
highly satisfactory, as it shows a more speedy administration of 
justice in all the courts. In the highest court of appeal the average 
duration of a suit was one year, seven months, and eight days in 
1841, and in 1844 it was only one year and one month. In the 
European courts the time was reduced from ten months and eleven 
days in 1841, to seven months and seven days in 1844. In the 
Principal Sudder Ameens Court from seven months and ten days to 
five months and twenty-two days. In the Sudder Ameens Courts 
from eleven months and fourteen days to five months and five days; 
and in the Moonsiffs Courts from five months and nineteen days to 
four months and fourteen days. 

The total number of appealable cases in the Principal Sudder 
Ameens Courts in the four years under review was 31,368, and the 
number absolutely appealed was 6,080, or 19*4 per cent. The reversals 
are not distinguished from the modifications, but the two together 
amounted to 2,381, or 7*6 per cent, of the total appealable cases, 
but more than 30 per cent, of the cases appealed. It is a defect that 
the reversals are not shown separately. In the Sudder Ameens Courts 
the total number of cases appealable in four years was 11,818, and 
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of this number 5,320 were appealed, or 45 per cent. The number 
modified and reversed was 1,732, or 14'6 per cent, of the appealable 
cases, but more than 32 per cent, of the cases appealed. In the 
MoonsifFs Courts the total number of appealable cases in the four 
years was 243,267 cases, of which 40,404 were appealed, or 16'6 
per cent., 13,013 of these cases were reversed or modified, being 5*8 
per cent, of the appealable cases, but 32 per cent, of the cases appealed. 
The amount of appeals and reversals far exceed those in the native 
courts in Bombay. 

The amount of property in litigation in the first two years was 
nearly eight millions sterling. In 1843 it fell to about 5,680,000^., 
and in 1844 to three millions sterling. 

The very small number of suits connected with caste and religion 
speaks favourably for the harmony with which the different tribes and 
sects live in juxtaposition. 



I. — Original Suits on the Files of the Moonsiffs Courts. 



Depending 1 Jan. ... 

Admitted 

Disposed of 

Depending, 31 Dec. 



1841. 



41,601 

99,954 

100,019 

41,536 



1842. 



41,536 

99,144 

103,082 

37,598 



1843. 



37,598 

98,976 

101,203 

35,371 



1844. 



35,371 
103,768 
103,690 

35,449 



II. — Sudder Ameeiu. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


DeDendinsT. 1 Jan 


2,375 
5,578 
4,583 
3,400 


3,400 
5,152 
5,486 
3,066 


3,066 
3,736 
5,121 
1,681 


1,681 
2,966 
2,997 
1,650 


Admitted 

Disposedof 


Deoendine. 31 Dec 







III. — Principal Sudder Ameens. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


DeDendinff. 1 Jan* . . 


5,580 
10,836 
10,758 

5,658 


5,658 
10,221 
10,672 

5,205 


5,205 
10,438 
10,860 

4,783 


4,783 
9,671 
9,917 
4,537 


Admitted 

Disposed of 

Depending, 31 Dec 





IV. — Zillah and City Judges. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


DeDendine:. 1 Jan 


4,170 
26,101 
26,411 

3,860 


3,860 
24,541 
25i720 

2,681 


2,681 
22,298 
22,509 

2,470 


2,470 
16,433 
16,039 

2,864 


Admitted 

Disposed of 

DeDendinsr. 31 Dec 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Depending, 1 Jan., 1841 


665 


557 


425 


449 


Admitted 


328 


317 


293 


315 


Disposed of 


436 


449 


269 


344 


Depending, 31 Dec 


557 


425 


449 


420 







VI. — Appellate Jurisdiction over the several classes of Native Judges. 






Principal Sudder Ameens. 


Sudder Ameens. 


Moonsiffs. 




1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Appealable.... 

Appealed .... 

AfStmed 

Modified or) 
Beverscd..) 


7,743 

1,469 

727 

802 


8,170 

2,603 

733 

636 


7,933 

1,128 

639 

«94 


7,522 
880 
412 

329 


3,168 

1,137 

480 

367 


3,710 

2,260 

656 

537 


2,838 

1,147 

646 

601 


2,102 
776 
494 

327 


61,968 
9,341 
4,812 

3,393 


60,578 
13,614 
4,497 
3,419 


69,730 
8,666 
4,480 

3,146 


60,991 
8,783 
4,390 

3,065 



VII. — Average duration of a Suit hrfore the several Tribunals, according to the 
average number of Decisions during the last Five years. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




Yrs. 

1 


Mttas 


Days. 


Yrs. 


Mths 


Days. 


Yrs. 


Mths 


Days. 


Yrs. 


Mtbs 


Days. 


Sudder Dewannyl 
Adawlut J 


7 


8 


1 


2 


25 


1 


3 


5 


1 


1 




Zillah and City: 
Judges ; 




10 


11 


.... 


7 


9 


.... 


6 


11 


.... 


7 


7 


Principal Sudder 
Ameens 




7 


10 


.... 


6 


16 


.... 


5 


28 




5 


22 


Sudder Ameens .... 




11 


14 




9 


14 


.... 


5 


11 




5 


5 






5 


19 




4 


28 




4 


16 




4 


14 







VIII. — Total Value of the Regular Suits Depending at the end of the Year. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Before the Sudder Adawlut .... 


Rupees. 
9,086,782 

67,341,991 

2,023,015 


Rupees. 
9,968,405 

66,490,490 

1,728,290 


Rupees. 
10,195,630 

44,916,590 

1,754,516 


Rupees. 
8,711,955 

24,408,443 

1,941,143 


Ditto fauneals) 




Total 


78,451,788 


78,187,185 


56,866,736 


30,061,541 
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IX. — Description of Original Suits. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Connected with Land Rent 


16,218 

12,125 

67,143 

443 

4,032 


17,365 

12.892 

64,437 

451 

3,470 


17,375 

6,281 

70,056 

664 

4,740 


26,025 


Otherwise connected with Land 




Connected with Debts, Wages, $lc, 

Connected with Caste, Religion, &c 

Connected with Indigo, Sugar, Silk, &c. 


64,500 

738 

3,935 


Total 


99,961 


98,615 


99,116 


95,198 



CIVIL justice: agea goveenment. 

The Returns from the Agra Government like those from Bengal are 
wanting in a compendious view of the whole amount of Civil Cases 
disposed of, also in the means of comparing the relative amount of 
appeals from the decisions of European and Native judges, and in a 
return of civil debtors. From tlie returns available, however, business 
is evidently progressing satisfactorily. In the courts of the European 
judges, the principal Sudder Ameens, and those of the Moonsiffs, the 
current business of the year appears to have been got through and 
arrear diminished. In the highest Appellate Court a slight increase 
of arrears took place in the years 1843 and 1844, and in the courts 
of the Sudder Ameens less activity is manifested than in any of the 
others; the current business of the year not being got through. Con- 
siderable improvement, however, had taken place in shortening the 
duration of suits in all the courts; from seven months and thirteen and 
a half days, in the Sudder or highest Court of Appeal in 1842, to six 
months and eighteen and a half days in 1844; and very remarkably 
so in the courts of the European judges, from seven months and three 
days in 1842, to four months and sixteen days in 1844. Cases 
occupied about the same time in the principal Sudder Ameens Courts 
during the years under review, but the suits were comparatively of 
short duration. The Sudder Ameens, as might be expected from 
not getting through the current business of the year, do not figure 
favourably in comparison with the other judges, the average duration 
of their suits having increased from four months and five days to four 
months and sixteen days. The Moonsiffs reduced the duration of 
a suit from three months and one day in 1842, to two months and 
twenty-one days in 1844. It may be remarked, very much to the 
credit of all the courts, European and Native, that the duration of 
a suit with them is considerably less than in the courts of Bengal, 
in the highest court of appeal, the Sudder, to half the time even. 

The appeal cases from the several courts are only shown for the 
Native courts for 1848 and 1844. The principal Sudder Ameens 
had 9,859 cases appealable, and of this number 1,724 were appealed, 
or 17^ per cent. Of these were modified or reversed, 832 or 8"4 per 
cent, of the total cases tried, but amounting to 48 per cent, of the cases 
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The Sudder Ameens had 6,168 appealable cases, and 1,772 
were appealed or 28'7 per cent., 603 were modified or reversed, being 9'7 
per cent, of the whole number of cases, and 34 per cent, of the appealed 
cases. The Moonsiffe had 71,826 appealable cases; of these 11,035 
were appealed, or 15'3 per cent., 3,919 were modified or reversed, 
being 5'4 per cent, of the whole number of cases, and 35 per cent, 
of those appealed. The Moonsiffs, therefore, have the advantage over 
the other native judges in their decisions being less questioned. The 
value of the property in dispute in the respective years was 1,637,941^., 
and 1,057,260^., and 1,442,861^. 



I. — Original Suits on the Files qfthe Moonsiffs Courts. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Depending 1st January, 1843 




14,560 
56,703 


13,581 
56,323 


12,441 
58,484 


Admitted 




Transferred 




3,953 
53,729 
13,581 


4,729 
52,883 
12,441 


2,021 
56,189 
12,638 


Disposed of 


Depending 1st January, 1843 



II. — Sudder Ameens. 





1841.- 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Depending 1st January, 1842.— Original 
Admitted 


... 


773 
3,152 


1,062 
4,545 


894 
2,641 




Transferred 




77 

2,856 

992 


385 
4,109 
1,113 


131 


Disposed of 


2,470 
934 


Depending 1st January, 1843 





in. — Principal Sudder Ameens. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Depending 1st January, 1842|2"^ "■■ 

Admitted (Originai .... 

(Appeal 


E 


1,711 

671 

3,778 

2,705 


1,390 

375 

2,767 

3,265 


1,164 

512 

2,807 

3,237 


Transferred to other Courts {^"^ ■• 

^'^"•'-^"^ {feE 

Depending 1st January, 1843 1^"^'^ •- 




518 

94 

3,581 

2,705 

1,390 

375 


208 

45 

2,785 

3,083 

1,164 

512 


110 

237 

2,878 

2,902 

975 

610 
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IV. — Judges, 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Depending 1st January, 1842{2Jj^ " 
Aan>itted \^Z. 




12 
3,263 
8,503 
7,560 


17 
3,007 
6,964 
7,168 


11 
2,287 
3,104 
6,669 


Transferred to other Courts....| j^^Jl "" 

DM-dof ISS^":: 

Depending 1st January, 1843{°^«^*| ;;; 


.... 


8,463 
2,743 

35 
5,073 

17 
3,007 


6,939 
3,383 

31 
4,505 

11 
2,287 


4,072 
3,061 
17 
4,397 
4 
1,664 



V. — Sudder Deteann}/ Adawlitt. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 






139 
156 


113 
180 


120 




254 






Decided 


.... 


120 

62 

113 


111 

62 

120 


118 




123 


"nfnpTiHmff ftlst December 


133 







VI. — Deteripiion qf Original Suitt. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




.... 


13,802 

43,739 

78 

633 


10.334 

46,779 

65 

751 


15,383 






f\nr\r\t*ot^A xsrith "Opbts* WaiPeS 


44,779 


Onnnfiott^A \ini\i Caste RelifiriOD. 


55 


Connected with Indigo, Sugar, SUk, &c. 


714 



yil.— Average Duration ({fa Suit btfore the several TYihinalt. 



Sudder Dewannyl 
Adawlut / 

ZiUah Judges 

Principal Sudder 1 
Ameens J 

Ameens 

Moonsiffg 



1841. 



Yrs. MthsDays. 



1842. 



Yrs. MthsDays. 



13i 

3 

11 

5 
1 



1843. 



Yrs. MUwDays. 



94 
21 

12} 

9* 
23 



1844. 



Yts. HthsDayt. 



184 
16 

7 

16 
21 
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'VIII. — Total Value of the Regular Suits Depending at the end of the Year. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Before the Sudder Adawlut ) 

Appeals ) 

Other Courts. — Original 

„ Appeals 


.... 


Rupees. 
1,413,918 

13,986,716 
978,779 


Rupees. 
1,535,742 

6,610,978 
2,425,880 


Rupees. 
2,071,369 

9,561,369 
2,795,875 


Total 




16,379,413 


10,572,600 


14,428,613 



IX. — Appellate Jurisdiction over the several classes of Native Judges. 






Principal Sudder Ameens. 


Sudder Ameens. 


Moonsiffs. 




1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1834. 


Appealables .* 
Appealed .... 

AfiSrmed 

Modified or) 

Reversed . . J 

Depending 


•• 


•■ 


4,941 
974 
555 

475 


4,918 
750 
623 

357 


•• 


•• 


2,991 

937 
676 

287 


3,177 
865 
562 

316 


•• 


•• 


35,078 
6,416 
3,264 

2,075 


36,748 
5,620 
3,530 

1,844 



CIVIL JUSTICE : MADRAS GOVERNMENT. 

The European Provincial Courts haviutr been abolished in 1842, 
I do not see any practical advantage in inserting the returns from 
those courts for 1841 and 1842. The returns from the Madras 
Government are more elaborate than those from the other Govern- 
ments; but they differ much in form and character, and do not admit 
of ready comparisons with them; they are wanting also in a com- 
pendious review of the whole current business of each year; want also 
a return of the duration of suits, and the value of property litigated, 
and returns of the original suits before the Principal Sudder Ameens. 
On the other hand, there are returns of appeals from court to court, 
instead of the compendious Table V of the Bengal returns. 

The following is the jurisdiction of the courts as now constituted 
under the Madras Government. The Village Moonsiffs exercise juris- 
diction to the amount of 10 rupees (1^.,) ■vvithout institution fee or 
appeal. The District Moonsiffs to the extent of 1,000 rs. (100^.), with 
fees and appeal. The Sudder Ameens in reference to the extent of 
2,500 rs. (250;.). The European Registers to the extent of 3,000 
rs. (300^.) The Principal Sudder Ameens (natives), and Assistants, 
and Auxiliary Judges (Europeans), to the extent of 5000 rs. (500^.). 
The Zillah Courts have power to a greater extent. Appeals exist 
from all these Courts to the Supreme or Sudder Court. From the 
character of the returns above noticed I cannot enter into details or 
contrasts and whether the several courts have or have not got through 
their annual original and appeal business I cannot tell, for the numbers 
depending at the commencement of each year are nowhere given. 
If Table V be intended to show the amount of business done respec- 
tively by the European Judges and by the Native Judges for the 
years 1841 and 1842, then all the tribunals determined 133,280 suits; 
the European tribunals 3830, and the Native 129,450; the former 
performing 2'87 per cent, of the busmess, and the latter 97'] 3 per cent. 
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I. — Original Suits on the Files of the Village Moonsiffs Courts. 







1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Ins 


titued 


1,634 


2,178 


1,865 


2,258 


1,786 




2,530 








13 

f 


On the merits .... 

On admission ofl 

Defendants ....J 

By default 

Razanamah 


754 
394 

406 


963 

95 

545 
646 


659 

113 

970 
637 


795 

214 

711 
598 


750 

209 

463 
524 




795 

198 

556 
706 




Total 


1,554 


2,249 


2,379 


2,318 


1,946 




2,245 




De 


pending 


1,927 


1,802 


1,379 


1,309 


1,193 




l,(i83 





II. — Original Suits before the District Moonsiffs. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Instituted 

Referred 


25,339 
846 


27,254 
324 


23,486 
162 


30,576 
144 


27,346 
124 




28,100 
47 




Total 

On the merits 

Admission of De- ) 

fendants J 

By default 

Razanamah 


26,185 
11,304 

7,797 
7,174 


27,578 
10,083 

1,853 

8,165 
7,974 


23,648 

9,409 

1,316 

7,065 
6,687 


10,126 
1,682 

7,208 

8,859 

1 


9,962 

1,356 

7,533 
7,963 




9,980 

1,324 

7,503 
8,064 




Total 


26,280 


28,075 


24,477 


27,875 


26,814 




26,371 




Depending 


21,606 


20,536 


19,007 


21,431 


21,796 




24,315 





III. — Original Suits before the several Zillah Courts. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Instituted 


4,731 


4,869 


3,744 


5,256 


3,387 




4,193 








By Judges, Assist-1 
ant Judges, and 1 
principal Sudder j 
Ameens ) 

Registrars 


608 

143 
3,027 


727 

296 
3,943 


556 

183 
3,084 


788 

212 
4,146 


587 

91 

2,827 




387 
2,798 




Sudder Ameens 




Total 


3,778 


4,966 


3,821 


5,146 


3,505 




3,685 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Decided 


7,709 


6,446 
7,237 


4,975 
7,167 


6,890 
7,047 


4,662 
6,903 




3,983 
7,279 




DeDendinfir 








Total 


7,709 


13,683 


12,132 


13,937 


11,565 




11,262 





v. — Operations of the European Tribunals in Original Suits. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


By the Provincial, 
Courts, Judges, 1 
Assistant Judges, ' 
and Registrars .... 

By the otherTribunals 


811 

30,870 


7,041 
34,273 


825 
29,950 


1,153 
34,357 


.... 


.... 




.... 


Total 


31,681 


35,314 


30,775 


35,510 


.... 













VI. — Appeals from District Moonsiffs to Sudder Ameens. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Referred 


483 


417 


510 


534 




.... 










Reversed 


151 

243 

12 

5 


178 

271 

24 

18 


118 

152 

14 

10 


204 

328 

53 

13 


I 


.... 






Confirmed 




By default 




R^zanamah , 








Total 


411 


491 


294 


598 






.... 





VII. — Appeals from District Moonsiffs to Registrars. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Referred 


47 


124 


93 


67 




.... 


.... 








Reversed 


23 

33 

2 


38 

43 

3 

8 


29 

61 

I 

3 


30 

43 

3 

3 


.... 


.... 


.... 




Affirmed 




ByDefenlt 




lUzauamah 


.... 


Total 




92 


84 


79 




.... 


.... 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 






725 


734 


649 


776 


585 




518 


2 






Reversed 


72 
88 
32 
14 


90 

123 

26 

10 


46 

77 

30 

8 


58 

106 

52 

13 


77 
70 
56 
12 




37 

56 

10 

2 




Confirmed 




By Default 












Total 


206 


249 


161 


229 


215 




105 









IX. — Appeals from the Sudder Ameens to the Registrars. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Referred 


149 


257 


258 


161 


.... 


.... 










Reversed 


20 

49 

3 

4 


49 

77 

10 

4 


55 

73 

13 

9 


55 

103 

5 

6 


.... 


.... 


.... 








By Default 

Ra^anamah 


.... 






Total 


76 


140 


150 


169 




.... 




.... 



X. — Appeals from Sudder Ameens to Zillah Judges. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Appealed 


552 


600 


591 


662 


531 




358 


.... 


Reversed 


86 

137 

27 

16 


145 

165 

37 

17 


114 

134 

17 

14 


172 

179 

58 

18 


127 

141 

55 

18 




149 

201 

30 

13 








By Default 




Razanama .. . 








Total 


266 


364 


279 1 427 


341 




393 





XI. — Appeals from Native Judges, or Principal Sudder Ameens, to Zillah Judges. 



1841. 



1842. 



1843. 



1844. 



Appealed 

Reversed 

Confirmed .. 
By Default .. 
Razanaoiah.. 



21 

3 
5 



16 

6 

13 

1 



16 

3 
6 
2 



19 

3 
4 
5 



37 

1 
2 
2 



74 

7 
16 



Total 



20 



11 



12 



24 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Appealed 


61 


70 


54 


81 


47 




4 




Reversed 

Confirmed 

By Default 

Razanamah 


10 

28 
8 

7 


15 
41 

1 
2 


17 

22 

7 
2 


26 
44 

7 
3 


16 

25 

4 

1 




16 

27 

1 

2 


.... 


Total 


42 


59 


48 


80 


46 




46 





XIII. — Appeals from Assistant Judges to Zillah Judges. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 




68 


53 


49 


77 


39 




37 










17 
4 


15 

39 
9 
2 


11 

25 

4 

2 


19 
34 
10 

1 


11 
36 
12 




12 

31 

16 

1 




Confirmed 

By Default 

Razanamah 




Total 


26 


65 


42 


64 


59 




59 









XIV. — Sudder Adawlut Appeals. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Decided 

Confirmed 

Dismissed 

Reversed 

Depending 

Remanded 


3 

2 

I 
57 


13 
6 
6 
1 

54 


16 
4 
8 
4 

42 


14 

6 
8 

31 


7 
3 
1 
1 
33 
1 




33 

23 
2 
3 

75 
5 




Total 


63 


80 


74 


59 


46 




141 





XV. — Description of Parties in the foregoing Suits. 






Zemindars 

Renters 

Ryots 

Merchants and I 
Others / 

Total 



1841. 



a V 

3 



2,905 
1,245 
8,625 

23,733 



36,508 



1842. 



2,856 
1,634 

7,581 

19,956 



32,027 



2,840 
6,056 
8,211 

24,809 



31,916 



1843. 



1844. 



2,990 
1,108 
7,957 

21,486 
33,541 



2,907 
1,082 
8,999 

21,911 
34,899 
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XV. — Descriptions of Parties in the foregoing Suits — continued. 







1841. 


1342. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


T 




o 

3 


4,331 

1,925 

17,926 

20,598 


3,601 

2,048 
15,580 

17,315 


4,215 

2,307 

l(i,814 

20,848 


4,105 

1,705 

16,319 

17,813 


.... 


3,945 

2,107 

16,383 

13,953 






Renters 




■2-i 
1 


Ryots 

Merchants and 1 
Others ,1 






Total 



















Civil Justice: Bombay Government. 

The Returns from Bombay have not a common form with those 
of either of the other Governments of India. In some tabular state- 
ments they are deficient, but this deficiency is more than compensated 
by the introduction of other returns, which are not sent from Bengal, 
Madras, or Agra; particularly the Table No. I., which gives a com- 
pendious view of the whole number and disposition of Civil cases 
for entire years, leaving details to be indicated in the tables from the 
respective courts. The valuable Table No. XI. is also not sent from 
the other Governments, showing the number of debtors confined at 
the instance of individuals and at the instance of Government. The 
Bombay Returns are defective in the Appellate tables, and in filling 
tip the details of the working of the respective courts. On the whole, 
however, they are sufficiently perspicuous and satisfactory, and show 
the same efficient results in the employment of native judges, as in the 
returns I formerly submitted to the Statistical Society. Of the total 
number of original suits before all the courts, the European judges decided 
in the half year of 1842, nearly 2"15 per cent., and 1*34 per cent, respec- 
tively, and for the entire years 1843 and 1844, within a fraction 1*18 
and 1-32 per cent, respectively. The native judges, for the half years 
of 1842, decided 97"85 per cent., and 98*66 per cent, respectively, of 
the whole number of original suits, and for the entire years 1843 and 
1844, they decided 98'92 per cent., and 98*68 per cent, respectively. 

In regard to appeals from the decisions of native judges it appears 
that in 1 843 the returns give 3,291 cases appealed out of 72,959, or 
about 4"78 per cent., and of this number 1,061 were reversed, or 1"4,'> 
per cent., not in fact three cases reversed out of every 200 decided. 
In 1844 the number of cases decided by native judges was 74,067 
and of these 3,571 were appealed, or 4-82 per cent, of this number 
936 were reversed, or 1'26 percent: that is, not more than 1^ cases 
were reversed in 100 tried. This afibrds strong testimony to the 
carefulness of the decisions by the native judges. The discrepancies 
in these proportions and those of decisions by European judges arc 
so considerable, as indicated by the returns, that further explanations 
are nesessary to account for them. The returns do not afi'ord the 
means of stating the number of appeals from each of the classes of 
Judges, European and Native. 
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The annual current business of the whole courts would appear 
to have been well kept down, and arrears to a small extent diminished. 
The Sudder Adawlut, in 1843, diminished its arrears, and in 1844 
cleared off the business of the year. 

Table XI. of these returns gives the number of debtors confined 
at the instance of the Government and of individuals. An opinion 
obtains in Europe, and even in India to a certain extent, that the 
land tax presses very severely upon the people. Now if this were really 
the case, the debtors to Govermnent would be numerous, and the 
incarcerations proportionally numerous; but it would appear from 
this table that, in the half years of 1842, there were respectively only 
nine, and five farmers, in jail at the instance of Government. In the 
year 1843 only five, and in the year 1844 this small number was re- 
duced to two, and this under a Government controlling between six 
and seven million of souls. 



I. — Original Suits 


on the File of the Adawlut Courts. 






1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844 




1 


2 


1 


2 




On the File, 1st Jan., 1842 .... 
Instituted during the half-year 






8,848 
34,826 


9,336 
39,464 


9,287 
74,072 


9,319 
74,863 


Total 






43,674 


48,800 


83,359 


84,182 








20,411 
1,874 
4,234 
7,651 
9,504 


25,675 
1,680 
3,379 
8,770 
9,296 


44,016 
3,969 
5,034 

19,517 
9,319 


45,338 


Dismissed 

Dismissed in default 

Adjusted 

Depending 


3,870 

4,228 

20,229 

9,076 


Total, 31st July 






43,674 


48,800 


82,855 


82,741 


Decided by European Judges 

Ditto by Native Judges 

Ditto by Punchaut 







728 
33,424 

78 


513 

*38,929 

22 


998 

72,959 

83 


990 

74,067 

49 






Total decisions 






*34,170 


*39,464 


t74,040 


J75,106 





Eemaining, \st Jan, 1843. 

* European Judges, 2-15 percent, f 7"34 per cent. .... 1-18 and J 1-32 per cent. 
Native ditto 97-75 „ 98-66 „ ....98-72 $98-68 „ 

II. — Moonsiffs. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844 




1 


2 


1 


2 










24,940 


29^400 


54^577 




Admitted 

Decided 

Depending, end of half-year 


56,143 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844 




1 


2 


1 


2 




Depending 

Admitted 

Disposed of 

Depending, end of half-year 






5,8'92 


6,718 


13,123 


13,406 



IV. — Principal Sudder Ameen. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 




Depending 

Admitted 

Disposed of ...■• ..... 






2,592 


2,811 


5,259 


4,518 


Depending, end of half-year 





V. — European Judges. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 




Depending 

A^tted 

Disposed of 

Depending, end of half-year 


.... 


.... 


728 


513 


998 


990 



VI. — Sudder Adawlut. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 






Depending 






129 


128 


89 


79 


Admitted 






65 


71 


121 


79 


Disposed of 






59 


107 


121 


158 


Dismissed, on default 






4 


3 


8 


73 


Adjusted 


, .... 




3 




5 


5 


Confirmed 






39 


58 


60 


40 


Amended 






2 


8 


4 


2 


Reversed 






18 


41 


54 


31 


Depending, end of half-year 






128 


89 


79 


79 



y2 
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Appeals from European Judges. 


Appeals from Native Judges. 




1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 


1,406 


1,190 


1. 


2. 


1. 


2, 






On the file, July 1,1 
1842 1 


,. 


.. 


1,303 


I,3ii4 


.. 


.. 








Referredfrom Euro-) 
pean Judges — ] 




.. 


261 


399 


610 


564 




.. 


.. 




.. 


" 


Ditto from Natives. . 


















1,691 


1,977 


3,291 


3,571 


Confirmed 


.. 




239 


270 


414 


311 






736 


914 


1,699 


1,391 


Amended 




.. 


42 


21 


67 


39 


.. 


.. 


213 


273 


481 


374 


Beversed 






83 


81 


132 


13 






407 


570 


1,061 


936 


Total disposed of 






1,901 


2,324 


4,117 


3,667 














Depending 


.• 




1,354 


1,406 


1,190 


1,668 






.. 









VIII.- 


—Aggregate Value of the Cases. 






1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


Before the Sudder) 
Adawlut 






104,877 
1,798,321 


53,472 
2,180,372 


120,464 
4,024,151 


Rupees. 
27,819 


Original Suits before) 
other Courts ) 


3,583,594 



IS..— Descript 


on of Original Suits. 








1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


CZemindars 

Plaintiffs < Ryots 

1 Miscellaneous .... 

fZemindars 

Defendants^ Ryots 

[Miscellaneous .... 






1,958 
12,642 
16,137 

6,759 
10,983 
17,693 


1,983 
12,785 
22,469 

6,289 
14,166 
22,194 


3,333 
23,955 
37,277 
10,982 
24,441 
39,673 





X. — Length of time Suits have been upon the File, Original and Appeals. 




1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


Sudder Adawlut {Y,t::YraJ 
fUnderaYear 

Other Courts ....{ 1 to 2 Years 
I Above 2 Years 

. , „ /Under a Year 

Appeal Cases ....{Above a Year 


65 

63 

9,323 

162 

19 
1,287 

67 


74 

65 

9,111 

166 

19 
1,378 

28 


62 

17 

9,062 

206 

51 
1,163 

27 


53 

26 

8,904 

142 

30 

1,528 

130 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 


No. 
150 

6 


Amt. 

Bs. 

112,762 

128 


No. 
123 

2 




At the tostance of 1 
individuals J 

For arrears of re-1 
Tenueatinstance > 
of Government.. J 


No. 


Amt 


No. 


Amt 


No. 
121 

9 


Amt. 
Rs. 
8,931 

4,223 


No. 
129 

5 


Amt. 

Bs. 

24,324 

4,008 


Amt. 

Bs. 

101,992 

348 


Total numlier in 

m i 


•• 


•• 


•• 


130 




134 




155 




125 





Cbiminal Justice: Bengal Govebnment. 

The constitution and power of the several Criminal Courts having 
been explained in the tables published by the Statistical Society, to 
•which the present tables are supplementary, little further is requisite 
than a reference to the tables themselves for an explanation of the 
working of the several courts. It would appear that the number 
of offenders had increased before the Magistrates and Lower Courts 
from 65,908 in 1842, to 87,838 in 1844; but the acquittals had increased 
in a greater ratio. Before the Sessions Judges also the offenders had 
increased from 3,659 in 1842, to 4,559 in 1844; but the acquittals had 
also increased in a greater ratio. Before the highest Criminal Court 
the cases referred had diminished from 642 in 1841, to 547 in 1844; 
indicating that very atrocious cases had been of less frequent occur- 
rence; and in this court also the acquittals had increased. Out of 
322,394 prisoners tried in the several courts, in the four years under 
review, only 112 were condemned to death by the Nizamut Adawlut, 
being only 0*034 per cent, of the prisoners, or one in 2,878 criminals. 
It will be seen that in 1841 there were 99 prisoners sentenced to 
imprisonment for life by the Nizamut Adawlut, and only 19 in 
1844, while in 1841 only 26 were transported, and in 1844 there 
were 79. These changes resulted from the Court of Directors dis- 
approving of imprisonment for life and suggesting transportation 
instead. Contrasting the sentences of death in England and Wales 
for the corresponding years of 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844, with the 
sentences in India, it wiU be found that the contrast is most favourable 
to the leniency of the Indian Courts. The following is jBrom the 
Official Criminal Returns of England and Wales. 



Years. 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 



Prisoners. Sentences of Death. 

27,760 80 

31,309 57 

29,591 97 

26,542 57 



Total 115,202 
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Which give a per centage of 0*258, or one sentence of death to every 
388 prisoners, the proportion in Bengal being one in 2,878. And 
it will be borne in mind that this is for a period subsequent to the 
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modification of the English sanguinary code. In 1841 the committals 
to the population were one in 619 souls. In Bengal, in the same 
year, the prisoners being 67,720, and the population about forty-two 
millions; this proportion, singularly enough, would be one committal 
to 620 souls. 

I may here state that the returns from India do not distinguish the 
age or sex of the prisoners, or the amount of instruction they may have 
received. 

The important Table, No. VI., showing the Criminal business per- 
formed by the Magistrates and their subordinates, including the 
native judges, is only for the year 1842, and is the only one received. 
There are not any tables of the numbers of prisoners in the jails, nor 
returns of the average imprisonment of offenders before conviction 
by the Nizamut Adawlut; nor tables of appeals, nor tables of crimes. 

The blanks in the tables from the non-regulation provinces result 
from the non-receipt of the returns for 1843 and 1844. It does not 
appear from the returns that MoonsifiTs exercise criminal jurisdiction; 
but Principal Sudder Ameens and Sudder Ameens do. 

I. — Magistrates, and Officers autordinate to them. 



Prisoners 

Acquitted 

Convicted 

Committed for Trial before Ses-) 

sions Judge f 

Pending 

Otherwise disposed of 

Transferred 



1841. 



67,720 
19,569 
41,806 

3,437 

2,190 



1842. 



65,098 
18,667 
40,642 

3,287 

1,857 
639 



1843. 



85,319 
36,310 
41,911 

3,782 

2,177 
1,139 



1844. 



87,830 
33,935 
46,609 

4,085 

2,004 
656 
541 



II. 


— Sessions Judges. 








1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under Trial 


3,939 
895 

2,064 
556 
360 


3,659 
953 

1,772 
503 

377 


4,270 

1,113 

2,096 

592 

409 

60 


4,559- 


Acquitted 


1,237 


Convicted and Sentenced 

Referred to Nizamut Adawlut 
Pending 


2,313 

475 
467 


Otherwise disposed of 


52 


Transferred 


15 







III.- 


—Nizamut Adawlut. 








1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under Reference 


642 

168 

384 

54 


546 

156 

305 

57 

28 


574 

127 

380 

23 

38 


547 


Acquitted 

Convicted 


186 
316 


Pending 


10 


Otherwise disposed of 


16 
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Death 

Transportation 

Imprisonment for life 

Ditto 14 years and upwards 
Ditto 7 ditto ditto .... 
Ditto 3 ditto ditto .... 
Ditto for less than 3 years 
Ditto for 21 years 



1841. 



29 
26 
99 
54 
60 
57 
59 



1842. 



16 

56 
43 
51 
39 
52 
48 



1843. 



41 
61 
11 
46 
76 
66 
70 



1844. 



26 
79 
19 
42 
49 
35 
14 
1 



V. — Sentences of Imprisonment by the several Courts. 






1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


From 1 to 16 years 

For less than I year 


9,026 
11,824 


8,558 
11,605 







VI. — Magistrates, and Joint and Assistant Magistrates and Native Judges, 1842. 





By 
Magis- 
trate. 


By Joint 

Magis- 
trate. 


By As. 

sistant 
Magis- 
trate. 


By Prin- 
cipal 
Sudder 
Ameens. 


By 

Sudder 
Ameens. 


By 

Law 
Officer. 


TcKal 
distlesed 


Number 

of Pri- 
soners. 


Number of Prisoners 


10,167 
21,868 


3,909 
8,700 


769 
2,051 


999 
1,752 


843 
1,789 


1,980 
4,482 


18,667 
40,642 

3,287 

639 


65,098 


Acquitted 

Convicted 

Committed for Tiial 1 
before Sessions > 
Judge J 

Otherwise disposed of 


63,235 

1,857 


65,092 


Pending 

Total 





VII. — Punishments by Magistrates and Joint Magistrates, and Native Judges. 



Imprisonment above 3 years.... 
Ditto ditto 2 ditto... 

Ditto ditto 1 ditto.... 

Ditto ditto months 

[/ess than 6 nioutlis 

Fined 

On Security 

Dismissed 

Flogged 



1841. 



1842. 



1843. 



722 

968 

1,552 

3,149 

10,451 

22,104 

1,225 

1,525 

100 



1844. 



862 
1,018 
1,531 
2,887 
11,060 
24,741 
1,679 
1,694 
1,137 
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Imprisonment, 16 years 

Ditto, 14 years and upwards. 

Ditto, 7 ditto ditto 

Ditto, 3 ditto ditto 

Ditto, 2 ditto ditto 

Ditto, 1 year 

Less than 1 year 

Fined and discharged 



1841. 



1842. 



1843. 



1844. 





27 




130 


703 


642 


785 


999 


239 


181 


156 


123 




110 




3 



IX. — Extra Regulation Provinces ly Magistrates and their Assistants, and 
Native Judges. 



Prisoners 

Acquitted 

Convicted 

Committed 

Otherwise disposed of 
Pending 



1841. 



10,094 

3,621 

6,010 

183 

22 
258 



1842. 



10,149 

3,903 

5,800 

172 

26 

248 



1843. 



1844. 



X. 


— Sessions 


Judges. 








1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under Trial 


329 
80 

157 
55 
14 
23 


217 
43 

112 
30 
10 
22 






Acquitted 

Convicted 

Referred to Nizamut Adawlut 

Otherwise disposed of 

Pending 





XI. —Nizamut Adawlut, 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under Reference 


39 
7 

26 
7 
2 
3 


40 

8 

25 

7 






Acquitted 

Convicted 




Remanded to Sessions Judge 

Otherwise disposed of 

Pendinar 
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XII. — Sentences by Nizamut Adawlut. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Death 


2 

4 

7 
3 
3 


6 
4 
5 
4 
1 
5 


.... 






Imprisonment for Life 

Ditto 14 years and upwards 

Ditto 7 ditto ditto 

Ditto 3 ditto ditto 

Ditto less than 3 ditto 











XIII. — Sentences of Imprisonment ly the several Courts. 






1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


From 1 to 16 years 

For less than I year 


151 
2,471 


115 

2,451 







Criminal Justice: Agra Government. 

The forms and character of the returns from the Agra Criminal 
Courts differ essentially from those from the Bengal Courts. While 
there are not any returns corresponding to No. VI. of the Bengal 
returns; or any return of sentences by the different Courts; the Agra 
returns have the advantage of Tables of Crimes, of the prisoners in 
the jails, of the ordinary periods of cases referred to the Nizamut 
Adawlut, and also of the returns of appeals; none of which are in 
the Bengal returns. The chief features of these returns are the 
modifications or reversals of sentences under appeal; and the for- 
midable array of murders, compared with other crimes referred to 
the Nizamut Adawlut; but this is partly accounted for by the court 
taking cognizance only of the highest class of crimes. The modi- 
fications or reversals of sentences by the Sessions Judges and Com- 
missioners upon appeals against sentences of the Magistrates, Joint 
Magistrates, and Native Judges, would appear to be very consider- 
able. 



1. — Magistrates and Joint Magistrates. 



Prisoners tinder trial 

Acquitted and discharged 

Convicted and sentenced 

Committed for trial hefore Ses-l 

sion Judges | 

Pending 



1841. 



41,047 
12,259 
20,969 

3,102 



1842. 



47,000 
13,496 
24,217 

326 



1843. 



1844. 
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II. — Assistants, Principal Sudder Ameens, and Sudder Ameens, included in the 
above total Prisoners, 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Acquitted and discharge 

Convicted and sentenced 

Otlierwise disposed of 

Pending 


1,115 
2,366 


2,466 
.'?,382 







III. — Sessions Judges, by Appeals from Magistrates and Joint 
Magistrates. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Total Prisoners 


1,992 

1,126 

693 


2,100 

1,211 

600 






Confirmed 

Modified or reversed 

Otherwise disposed of 

Pending 





IV. — Commissioners, by Appeals from Magistrates and Joint 
Magistrates. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Total Prisoners 


1,185 
625 
541 


1,317 
692 
384 






Confirmed 

Modified or reversed 

Otherwise disposed of 

Pending 





V. — Number of Persons under Trial by the Sessions Judges. 





1841. 


1842. 1843. 


1844. 




3,608 

1,032 

1,764 

513 


3,288 
722 

2,733 
543 






Acquitted and discharged 

Convicted and sentenced 

Beferred to Nizamut Adawlut 
Pending 





VI. — Appeals to the Nizamut Adawlut. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under trial 


172 
77 
91 


86 
32 
38 






Confirmed 

Modified or reversed , 
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1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Under reference „ 


613 
85 

423 
23 


666 
70 

515 
12 






Acquitted and discharged 

Convicted and sentenced 

Returned 





VIII. — Crimes against Persons under rrferenee to the Nizamut Adawlut. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


Murder 

Homicide, not amounting tol 

Murder 1 

Dacoitee 

River ditto 


427 

87 

17 

31 

44 

8 

4 

1 

2 

92 


354 

3 

111 

3 

8 

13 

48 

11 

12 

1 

102 






Highway Robbery 




Theft 




Affray 












Suttee 













IX. — Prisoners in the Jails. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1 

1' 


-Labour in irons, 7 years of) 
which are unexpired / 

Ditto ditto, of which less) 
than 7 years are imexpired) 

Labour with irons, redeem-) 

able by fine J 

Imprisonment without la- 

^ bour, with or without fine. 


2,792 

13,206 

1,829 

1,525 


3,035 

12,526 

2,456 

1,373 








Total 


19,352 


19,390 











X. — Ordinary Periods of Cases Referred to the Nizamut Adawlut. 





From 
Apprehension 

to 
Commitment. 


From 
Commitment 

to 
Reference. 


Trans- 
mission. 


From 

Receipt of 

Reference to 

Sentence. 


Total from 
Appreliension. 


1841 

1842 


Dajs. 
41 

44 


Days. 
52 

41 


Days. 
12 

9 


Days. 
18 

12 


Days. 
123 

106 
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Criminal Justice: Madras Government. 

The Returns for Criminal Offenders from Madras are for half- 
yearly periods, a practice which will be discontinued for the future. 
They embrace returns from the Village Police Courts, which do not 
form part of the returns from the other Presidencies. The Village 
Police Officer (Native) can imprison for a few hours only, or put 
into the stocks. . The District Police Officer (Native) can fine to the 
amount of three rupees (six shillings), or confine for twenty-four hours 
with or without labour, and flog under the authority of the Magistrate. 
The power of the Magistracy and Judges of the several courts is 
shown by the punishments inflicted. It would not appear from the 
returns that the very important permission to appeal in criminal cases 
is in operation under the Madras Government. The returns, like 
those of Bengal and Agra, are destitute of the table affording a com- 
pendious view of the criminal business of all the courts; there are 
not any tables of the number of prisoners in the jails; none of the 
ordinary period of cases before the Foujdarry Adawlut; nor tables 
of crimes, and of course no tables of appeals. On the other hand, 
the business of the several courts and the punishments adjudged are 
given with a detailed perspicuity superior to that in the returns from 
the other Presidencies. 

The sentences of death are given only for the second half of 1842 
to the first half of 1844, both inclusive, a period of two years. The 
number was 84, and the offenders before the several courts for these 
periods (excluding the Village Courts,) were 271,842, the sentences of 
death therefore were 0"031 per cent., or one in 3,236 offenders; a sin- 
gular approximation to the proportions under the Bengal and Bombay 
Courts. 

In the period under review no prisoners were condemned to 
imprisonment for life. 



I. — Village Police, 







1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


]844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Summonec 
Acquitted^ 
Punished 


1 

After investi- 1 
tigation 

Withoutinves- \ 
gation upon 
Razanamiih. .J 




8,072 
1,52.') 

1,809 
4,738 


6,942 
1,171 

1,188 
4,583 


5,614 
1,084 

1,299 
3,231 


3,849 
725 

743 
2,385 


3,886 
761 

837 
2,288 


4,513 
568 

692 
3,253 
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II. 

District Police. 


1841. 


1842. 


1 

1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


o 


1 


2 




Summoned and de- 1 
pending 1st July .... ) 


58,697 


55,756 


60,129 


54,055 


65,378 


60,841 




Acquitted, after in-1 

vestigation 1 

Discharged, upon | 

Razanamah, &c ) 

Punished, without re- 1 

ference to Magistrate 
Punished, after re- ) 

ference to Magistrate ) 




19,649 

22,140 

14,572 

1,349 


19,374 

19,854 

13,909 

1,221 


20,379 

22,443 

15,312 

1,1.54 


18,020 

20,449 

13,532 

1,217 


21,198 

24,513 

17,120 

1,552 


19,901 

22,716 

15,171 

1,619 




Total disposed ofl 
by District Police..../ 




57,710 


54,358 


59,288 


53,218 


62,283 


59,407 




Total disposed of by) 
the Magistrates ) 






25 












Depending 




987 


1,373 


841 


337 


1,095 


1,434 





III. 

Magistraa/. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 






2 


Summoned, and under 1 
Examination J 




4,388 


4,042 


4,063 


2,995 


3,956 


4,655 




Acquitted 




2,039 

843 

1,462 


2,101 

586 

1,341 


1,574 

972 

1,400 


1,265 

442 

1,161 


1,727 

636 

1,470 


2,084 
890 
1,5 




Discharged, on Razana-l 

mah, or Dismissed / 

Convicted 




Total disposed 




4,344 


4,028 


3,946 


2,868 


3,833 


4,540 




Depending 




44 


14 


117 


127 


123 


115 


.... 



IV. 

Criminal Courts. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




2nd Half. 


1st Half. 


2 


1 


2 


1 






2 


Accused 


3,117 


2,920 


3,157 


2,811 


2,950 


3,333 




Released unconditionally 
„ on security 


1,055 
68 
120 
987 
773 
110 

2 
2 


975 
85 
86 
761 
800 
201 

10 
1 

1 


1,214 

71 

93 

912 

702 

159 

' 6 


940 
92 
107 
776 
696 
198 

""e 

1 


991 

77 

71 

854 

734 

217 


1,161 

95 

78 

910 

935 

149 

1 

4 


... 




Convicted and punished... 








Escaped 

Died 

Admitted as approvers .... 
Punished in another case 
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v. — Courts of Circuit. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




2ncl Half. 


1st Half. 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 




702 


988 


582 


851 


949 


1,137 








Released unconditionally.... 

,, on security 

Convicted and punished .... 
Returned to CriminalJudge 
Referred to Foujdarry ) 

Adawlut / 

Postponed 

Otherwise disposed of 

Died 


187 
82 

252 
11 

147 

12 
11 


390 
67 

318 
10 

186 

6 
6 
5 


158 
61 

189 
11 

112 

42 
8 
1 


253 
95 

336 
19 

111 

13 

23 

1 


224 
62 

323 
15 

138 

180 
3 

4 


333 

111 

397 

13 

143 

122 

13 

5 


.... 



VI. — Foujdarry Adawlut. 





1841. 


1 
1842. 1 1843. 


1844. 




2na Half. 


1st Half. [ 2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Accused 


176 


160 


167 


94 


144 


158 




Released unconditionally 

„ on security 

Convicted 

Remaining 

Otherwise disposed of. 

Insane 

Died 


29 

15 

107 

23 

2 


31 

119 
9 
1 


33 

9 

121 

"4 


8 

1 

68 

15 

1 

1 


25 
3 
111 
1 
3 
1 


35 

21 

85 

6 

i 













\ 


11 


. — Punishments— 


-Native 


Magistrates. 












Village Police. 


District Police. 




1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 


1. 

2,177 
776 


2. 


1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 

93 
11,379 

4,85S 
141 


1. 


2. 


1. 


2. 


Confined in Village) 
Chonltiy / 

Do. in the Stocks.. 

Fined 

Confined inChoul-1 
trywithorwith-l 
outlabour J 

Flogged with au.1 
thorityofmagis- > 
trates J 


•• 


2,681 
660 

•• 


1,60.1 
682 


1,666 
632 


99 
10,316 

4,222 
112 


120 
13,120 

5,211 
121 


144 
11,432 

6,086 
129 


•• 
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Ckiminai. Justice: Bombay Government. 

The Criminal Returns from the Bombay Criminal Courts have the 
great advantage over the returns from the other Presidencies of being 
preceded by a table giving a compendious view of the criminal business 
of all the courts, followed by detailed returns of the business before 
each class of courts. They comprise also tables of appeals, and returns 
of prisoners in jails; but want the table of the ordinary periods of 
cases referred to the Nizamut Adawlut, and the returns of crimes 
met with in the returns from the Agra Government; the returns from 
the minor courts for the year 1844 are imperfect, and the appeal cases 
before the Nizamut Adawlut for 1 844 are not filled in. As under the 
Bengal Government, the number of offenders apprehended had conside- 
rably increased from 46,946 in 1842 to 60,504 in 1844. The total 
number of prisoners tried in the years 1843 and 1844 was 113,080, and 
of this number 40 were condemned to death, being 0'035 per cent., 
or one in 2,827 offenders; a singular approximation to the proportions 
under the Bengal Government. 

The very great importance of permitting appeals in criminal cases 
is manifested in 90 sentences being annulled and 89 mitigated in 
1843, out of a total number of 1,021 sentences appealed or called for; 
nor would it appear that there is great risk of the Nizamut Adawlut 
being overwhelmed by appeals, since the 1,021 cases out of 27,100 
convictions in 1843, in all the courts, was only 3"76 per cent., or one 
appeal in 26| convictions. 

I. — General View, 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 








23,422 
773 


23,524 
1.050 


52,576 


60,504 








Total 






24,195 


24,574 








.... 




11,378 
11,865 

2 
1,050 


11,245 
12,411 

7 
711 


22,314 

25,553 

1,287 

2,536 
866 


26,414 




28,441 


Otherwise disposed of 

Discharged on security 

Tmnrisoned in default 


1,235 
136 


Banished the Zillah 


58 


Committed to Sessions Court 
T)paths and Sscanes 


3,022 
32 




7,166 






Total 






24,195 


24,574 


52,576 


60,504 
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II. — Tried ty District Police. 



837 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844.. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


Acquitted 

Convicted 






9,330 

9,387 

584 


8,942 

9,369 

314 


21,434 


23,763 


Remaining 




Total 






19,301 


19,125 







III.- 


-Magistrates and Assistants. 








1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 


Acauitted 






1,539 

1,805 

291 


1,799 

1,953 

183 


4,]"39 






4,678 


Remaining 




Total 


.... 




3,635 


3,935 











IV. — Sessions Jiidges and Assistants. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 






1 


2 


1 


2 


1844. 


Otherwise disposed of 






409 
673 
175 


"504 
789 
214 


10 

961 

1,344 

229 

205 


950 




1,611 


Remaining 


457 




226 






Total 






1,257 
2 


1,507 

7 


2,749 


3,251 




7 






Grand Total 






24,195 


24,574 


2,749 


3,258 







v. — Operation of Nizamut Adawlut. 





1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 




1 


2 


1 


2 




.... 








22 
183 


18 




204 


Otherwise disposed of 


4 


Total 










205 


226 







VOL. IX. PART IV. 



388 



Criminal Justice under the Bombay Government. 



QDec. 



VI. — Nizamut Adawlut Appeal 
Cases. 


Vn. — Sentences hj District and 
Village Police Officers. 




1844. 


1843. 


Imprisonment, One 1 
Month and under, 1 
with or without 
Fine 


1843. 


1844. 


Petitions rejected 

Sentences confirmed 

Ditto mitigated 

X)itto annulled 




588 

254 

89 

90 


21,434 








Total 




1,021 


1 











VIII. — Sentences Vy Mayistrates and 
their Assistants. 


IX. — Sentences ly Sessions 
Judges. 




1843. 


1844. 


Imprisonment, 5 to 7 yrs 

Ditto, 3 to 5 years 

Ditto, 1 year and under 
Total 


1843. 


1844. 


Imprisonment, 9 to 12 mths 

Ditto, 6 to 9 months 

Ditto, 3 to 6 months 

Ditto, 3 months and under 
Flogged and discharged .... 


382 

323 

809 

2.615 

10 




88 

218 

1,038 




Total 


4,139 




1,344 





X. — Sentences ly the Nizamut Adawlut. 


XI. — Numher of Convicts in Jails. 




1843. 


1844. 


Imprisoned for life 

Ditto, 10 to 14 years .... 
Ditto, 7 to 10 years .... 
Ditto, less than 7 years 

Total on 31st Dec. 1843 

Deaths in the year 


1843. 


1844. 


Death 


19 
67 
4 
8 
37 
48 


21 
45 

8 
13 
75 
42 

4 


221 

240 

716 

3,537 


245 
253 


Imprisonment for life 

Ditto, 10 to 14 years 

Ditto, 7 to 10 years 


689 
3,916 


Ditto, less than 7 years .... 
Otherwise disposed of .... 


4,714 


5,103 


Total 


183 


208 




299 







